Thymomas are uncommon neoplasms in both laboratory and domestic animals [2, 6, 7, 1 I] and are usually a mixture of both lymphocytic and epithelial cell types. Malignancy in these tumors is not a commonly reported feature in any species [2, 6, 7, 111 and metastases are described infrequently [ 121. At Huntingdon Research Centre, a number of purely epithelial malignant tumors of the rat thymus have been diagnosed, however, and some have resulted in distant metastases (unpublished observations). The present report describes the post-mortem findings and histological appearance of a spontaneous thymic tumor with metastases in a laboratory-maintained rat.
: Areas of both squamous and spindle cells in primary tumor mass. HE. but the intimate association between the connective tissue fibrils visible with van Gieson and trichrome stains and these cells suggests they were of mesenchymal origin and probably of a true fibrosarcomatous type. This neoplasm was considered to have arisen in the thymus, the squamous component coming from the epithelial elements normally present in that gland.
